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REPORT FROM YOUR TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR, TERRY M. SPENCER
       On behalf of the staff at Monitor Township, I would like to extend our warmest wishes for a joyful
holiday season. It has been an honor to serve as Supervisor over the past four years, and I am grateful for
the opportunity to continue serving our community. The last term has seen numerous accomplishments, and
I am excited to work alongside our new board to further serve the Township in the coming term.
         As we look ahead to 2025, there are several exciting projects on the horizon. The economic growth in
Monitor Township has been remarkable, and it shows no signs of slowing down.
       In economic development news, SK Siltron CSS has finalized a $544 million loan agreement with the
U.S. Department of Energy's Advanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing (ATVM) program. These funds
will not only support the company's expansion but also bring new jobs and foster economic growth
throughout Bay County. We are grateful for SK Siltron's decision to invest in our Township. Additionally,
we have seen both large and small investments from local business owners, and we deeply appreciate their
contributions to our community.
        One of the most notable projects coming next year is a $4.1 million Economic Development Grant from
Bay Future Inc. This grant, which requires no cost to taxpayers, will be used for significant infrastructure
improvements, including the installation of a sanitary sewer system around the Wilder Rd/3 Mile Rd area.
This marks the largest grant we have ever received, and we will provide more updates as the project
progresses.
        Last year, we celebrated the completion of the Herbert W. Steih Memorial Park, a project funded with
$579,775 at no cost to taxpayers. We are currently developing plans to update Monitor Township Park, a
beautiful space that requires modernization. More information on this project will be shared in the near
future.
     Given the rapid pace of projects in our township, I encourage all residents to visit our website at
www.monitortwp.org and follow our social media page, Monitor Charter Township, for the latest updates.
We are also inviting Township residents who would like to receive occasional email updates to sign up via a
link on our website. After submitting the form, you will be added to a mailing list to receive information
between regular newsletters. In the near future, we plan to offer a link to view Board meetings online.
While we encourage in-person attendance, this option will allow residents to view meetings conveniently
from home.
     As many of you are aware, state legislators fast-tracked legislation last year that removed our
Township's authority over planning and zoning for large-scale wind turbine and solar farm projects. This
decision undermines our right as a community to determine the future of our land use. We were deeply
disappointed by our State Senator’s support for this bill, which strips us of our rights. In response, Monitor
Township has joined nearly 80 other municipalities in filing a legal appeal with the Michigan Court of
Appeals, challenging the legality of the state's processing of permits for large-scale energy facilities. We
will continue to fight for our rights, and we urge you to contact your state legislators to express your
concerns.
        Given the current global climate, it is more important than ever to consider personal preparedness. We
encourage all residents to visit www.ready.gov for information on how to plan for unforeseen events.

            Please do not hesitate to contact our office or me with any questions or concerns. On behalf of my
family—Sara, Cole, and our son Ethan, who is currently deployed on the USS Harry S. Truman (CVN-75)—we

wish you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

TERRY M. SPENCER, SUPERVISOR



REPORT FROM YOUR TOWNSHIP CLERK, LINDA K. FERGUSON

FUTURE PROJECT

        As we wrap up another year of elections, I want to take a moment to express my deepest gratitude to all the
election workers and staff who made this year’s elections a success. Your dedication, hard work, and unwavering
commitment ensured that everything ran smoothly from start to finish. We couldn’t have done it without you!
      A special thank you to those who helped with early voting, which saw an incredible turnout during the November
election. Your efforts made a real difference, allowing Election Day to proceed without any major hitches and
ensuring that every voter’s voice was heard in a timely manner.
        As we look toward future elections, I’d like to remind everyone that it’s not too late to sign up for the Permanent
Ballot List. This ensures that you receive your ballots by mail for every election, making voting even easier and more
convenient. It’s a great way to stay engaged and make sure your voice is always heard. You may sign up online at
www.mi.gov/vote.
     Thank you again to our amazing team of workers, and to our community for your continued participation in the
democratic process. Here’s to another successful year of elections ahead!

2024 Election Numbers:

 In-Person:                                                                    Absentee Voters:                                             In-Person Early Voters:                      
February                             2,750                              February                               1,081                    February                                    98
August                                 3,062                              August                                  2,064                    August                                        97
November                          7,143                              November                            3,303                    November                           1,303

         Wishing you a Merry Christmas filled with joy, love, and laughter. May the holiday season bring peace to your
heart and warmth to your home. 

LINDA K. FERGUSON, CLERK

REPORT FROM YOUR TOWNSHIP TREASURER ASHLEY L. KLOHA
     Greetings! My name is Ashley Kloha your newly elected Treasurer. I want to start by thanking those that have
supported me throughout the election process and for those that have placed their trust in me as well. I look forward
to serving each resident in the township and work diligently to fill my predecessor’s shoes and to make the transition
as smooth as possible. I would also like to introduce our new Deputy Treasurer, Kristin Beaver.
       The Treasurer’s Office Hours for 2024-2025 are Monday thru Thursday 8 am – 12pm & 1pm – 5pm. Phone: 989-
684-7203. The office will be closed December 25 & 26 of 2024 and January 1 & 2 of 2025. 
      Winter Taxes should arrive the first week of December, be sure to review carefully for any corrections. Taxes are
due February 14, 2025. We will be open Friday, February 14th for last minute payments. Payments must be in office
by the due date to avoid penalty and interest. After March 1st, payments are to be made at the Bay County
Treasurer’s office. 
        Taxes are not forwarded in the US mail. If you leave town for warmer weather, please stop in to see the assessor
to have your address changed to your winter address, and again when you return to your summer address. If you do
not receive your tax bill by the 11th, please call our office to verify your address and to have a duplicate sent.
        Partial payments are accepted. Cash, Check & Money Orders are preferred payments. Credit Cards are accepted
online only by going to our website, www.monitortwp.org. Click on Department, Taxes and there is a link for credit
card payments. If paying by mail, your tax bill includes your receipt. Please tear off at the bottom and mail with your
payment. Keep the top portion for your receipt. Additional copies are .35 each. To our residents that requested a
stamped paid receipt, be sure to include your stamped self-addressed envelope with your payment. All tax stubs
MUST INCLUDE your phone number. This is important in case of an error we can call, and have it corrected before
they hit the bank and incur NSF fees. In addition, the drop box is located in the parking lot for after-hour
convenience. It is checked each morning and mid-afternoon. If your taxes are in Escrow, we mail you a copy of your
tax for income tax purposes. Those who have Deferred your taxes, please remember that payment is due by February
14, 2025. 
        On Another Note: As a service to the community, we issue cat and dog licenses for the county and will be
available at the tax window. Please have your rabies certificate present to issue your pet a license. 

Happy Holidays to you and your family!

ASHLEY KLOHA, TREASURER

http://www.mi.gov/vote
http://www.monitortwp.org/


FUTURE PROJECT

REPORT FROM YOUR FIRE CHIEF, JOHN KRAMER
      Greetings from your fire department. First off it has been a very dry season this year. We want to thank you for
your patience during this drought. Hopefully, you have been able to get your leaves, branches, etc. taken care of or
almost taken care of. We experienced more than normal brush fires this year. Please remember that you need a
permit to burn leaves, branches, etc. You may call the fire department at 989-684-6320 and obtain the permit over
the phone. Small campfires are allowed during the burn bans, but they have to be small and extinguishment tools
must be close by. 
     The fire department has hired two fulltime firefighters to replace the two that left. William Case and Patrick
Christensen are now fulltime and doing very well. Both come with years of experience and are a good addition to
the department. Both came from our on-call division, so transition has been much easier, and they are acclimating
very well.
      The holidays are here, and we hope that you practice safe fire prevention during these times. Don’t deep fry
your turkeys inside the garage or home. Make sure you have the proper tools to extinguish a fire if it occurs. For
those who put up live Christmas trees please make sure you water them regularly and keep open flames at least 3-4
feet from the tree. Make sure the lights are in good shape and look for wires that are split or broken. They could
short out and cause a fire. 
      Fall and winter is the time that we see a lot of chimney fires. Please make sure you get your chimneys cleaned
and inspected at least once a year to prevent creosol from building up and eventually catching fire. Keep
combustible items at least 3-4 feet from the fireplace and make sure the screen is in place to prevent sparks from
jumping into the carpet and catching fire. 
     Please check your fire extinguishers and smoke detectors.  Fire extinguishers should be inspected at least once a
month by shaking them to keep the chemical powder loose inside. Check the canister for defects. When you have
an old extinguisher, before you throw it away, use it as a teaching tool for younger kids and family members on
how to use the extinguisher. Please check your smoke detectors and CO detectors and change the batteries at least
once a year. The fire department is partnering with the Michigan State Fire Marshall with a free smoke detector
grant program. Contact the fire department for details. You must live in Monitor Twp. to qualify for the program. 
     As always the fire department is looking for new firefighters to come join our department. If you are interested
please contact the Clerk’s office for an application.

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

JOHN KRAMER, FIRE CHIEF
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2025 TOWNSHIP MEETING DATES: 
Regular Board
5:00pm
January 21, 2025
February 10, 2025
March 10, 2025
April 14, 2025
May 12, 2025
June 9, 2025
July 14, 2025
August 11, 2025
September 8, 2025
October 14, 2025
November 10, 2025
December 8, 2025

Planning Commission
6:00pm
January 7, 2025
February 4, 2025
March 4, 2025
April 1, 2025
May 6, 2025
June 3, 2025
July 1, 2025
August 5, 2025
September 2, 2025
October 7, 2025
November 4, 2025
December 2, 2025

Zoning Board of Appeals
 6:30pm
January 16, 2025
February 20, 2025
March 20, 2025
April 24, 2025
May 15, 2025
June 26, 2025
July 17, 2025
August 21, 2025
September 18, 2025
October 16, 2025
November 20, 2025
December 18, 2025

TOWNSHIP HOURS & BUILDING DEPARTMENT INFO:
Office Hours:

Tax Collection Hours:

Assessing Hours:

Building Dept.:
                Dave DeGrow
                David Rochow
                Frank Bryden
                Dell Bedford            

8am-6pm Monday - Wednesday
8am-5pm Thursday
Closed Friday

8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm

8am-12pm & 1pm-4pm

8am-12pm Monday - Thursday
Building Inspector
Zoning Enforcement
Electrical Inspector
Mechanical/Plumbing Inspector



BETH PATTERSON, ASSESSOR
JESSICA HEREK, ASST. ASSESSOR

       The CPI (Consumer Price Index) issued by the State of Michigan for the 2025 tax year is 1.031. Simply put, this equates to a
3.1% increase in taxable values which fortunately is a decrease from the last two years of 5% taxable increases. Ultimately, this
may not seem like much of a savings as we still must factor in our millage rates which continue to rise. My hope is there will be
some additional programs developed and approved Statewide to assist those on fixed incomes who struggle to pay their property
taxes. With that said, we do offer a hardship program for those meeting the criteria and an application can be made and approved
annually at the March, July, or December Boards of Review. This information can also be found on our website under the
Assessing Department heading.

       Once again, the median purchase and selling prices of homes in the area continued to rise for 2024 and as a comparison to the
previous year, the average home sold for 10.7% higher. It is still a seller’s market. With lending rate increases many buyers may
have opted to purchase a home on a land contract. If this was negotiated, please make sure that the proper memorandums are
recorded at the Bay County Register of Deeds office. Remember, a transfer of ownership occurs on the date the land contract is
entered into and not the date the land contract was recorded or the date the land contract is completed (paid in full) and not the
date a deed conveying title to the property is recorded at the Bay County Register of Deeds. Recently, we have had a few
residents that were billed for additional taxes, penalties, and interest due to the delayed uncapping for the failure to report a
transfer. 

As always, any questions or concerns regarding your assessment and property transfers can be answered via phone, email and in
person. 

Wishing peace and joy to you and yours this holiday season!

REPORT FROM YOUR ASSESSOR & ASST. ASSESSOR, BETH PATTERSON AND JESSICA HEREK

2483 Midland Road
Bay City, MI 48706-9469

www.monitortwp.gov
(989) 684-7203 

Have a happy, healthy & safe
2025!


